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1. Introduction

Shiva Feshareki is an experimental composer and turntable artist and the winner of the 
2017 British Composer Award award for Innovation.  Her body of work is an exploration of 
electronic and acoustic sound that is closely informed by classical methodology, yet 
remains deeply experimental through a constantly evolving range of approaches and 
techniques.  As a result, Feshareki’s work spans across artistic disciplines, cultures and 
scenes. 

At the core of her work, Shiva Feshareki is interested in the physicality of sound with respect 
to space, light and movement. Her large scale orchestral works have explored theories of 
nature and mathematics, while transforming the sonic experience through bespoke 
spatialisation techniques. Her live solo turntable compositions are equally transformative, 
as she uses hyperphysical sampling techniques to create arresting cultural narratives.  

Her collaborators are a diverse group of artists and professionals, crossing musical genres, 
artistic practices and professional contexts to share perspectives with young and old.  Her 
work is enjoyed by live international audiences through concerts and her monthly NTS 
Radio and her concepts have been studied by students through unique workshops and 
formal university syllabuses. This document describes each of the dimensions of her 
practice through specific examples and links to audio and video content.   

Links: Website - Facebook - Soundcloud - NTS Radio Shows - Mixcloud - Full list of works  

mailto:ben.rayfield@rayfieldallied.com
http://www.shivafeshareki.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/shivafeshareki/
https://soundcloud.com/shivafeshareki/
https://www.nts.live/shows/shiva-feshareki
https://www.mixcloud.com/shiva-feshareki/
https://www.shivafeshareki.co.uk/bio/


2. Lives Dates 2018

02.03  Resolution - St James Hatcham - London 
16.03  Skissernas Museum - Lund - Sweden 
20.04  Radio 6 Live: Lauren Laverne Record Day Special - Spiller Records - Cardiff 
27.04  Concrete Lates - Queen Elizabeth Hall - London 
09.05  Nikolaj Kunsthal w/ Haroon Mirza - Copenhagen 
24.05  Hyperreality Festival w/ Kit Downes - Vienna 
17.05  Pumphouse - Aldeburgh Festival - Aldeburgh 
23.06  Saturnalia Festival at Macao - Milan 
07.07  RESIST - Belfast 
23.07  BBC Proms w/ London Contemporary Orchestra - Royal Albert Hall - London 
10.08  V-A-C Foundation - Moscow 
01.09  PLX Festival - Tjärö – Sweden 
29.09  The Planets ‘Venus / Zohreh’ w/ Ligeti Quartet - Peter Harrison Planetarium - Royal 
Observatory Greenwich 
30.10  The Planets ‘Venus / Zohreh’ w/ Ligeti Quartet - Winchester Science Centre - 
Winchester 
01.10  The Planets ‘Venus / Zohreh’ w/ Ligeti Quartet - We the Curious - Bristol 
02.10  The Planets ‘Venus / Zohreh’ w/ Ligeti Quartet - Think Tank Science Museum - 
Birmingham 
18.11   London Jazz Festival w/ BBC Concert Orchestra - Queen Elizabeth Hall 
05.12 Spitalfield’s Music Festival – Unknown Remembered Premiere – London 
06.12  Spitalfield’s Music Festival – GABA-analogue (revised) – London 
06.12 Spitalfield’s Music Festival – NEW FORMS Live Stravinsky’s ‘Late Night Firebird’ 
reimagined – St John’s Church Bethnal Green, London 
07.12  Spitalfield’s Music Festival – Unknown Remembered – London  
08.12 Spitalfield’s Music Festival – Unknown Remembered – London 
12.12 Hellerau - Festspielhaus Hellerau - Dresden 
16.12 Frau Musica Nova - Deutschlandfunk - Cologne 



3. Orchestral Works 

Shiva Fesharek’s long list of orchestral works have been performed by the London 
Contemporary Orchestra, Aarhus Sympthony Orchestra, London Philharmonia and more. 

‘O’ (2017) (listen) 

In 2017, Feshareki composed ‘O’ for Denmark’s Aarhus Symphony Orchestra.  The large-
scale composition consisted of 45 individual staves on the score and was composed with a 
focus on the spatialisation of the orchestra to create an immersive surround sound and 
sculptural effect.  Sonic-design, mathematics, acoustics and the architecture of the 
Symphony Hall were also used to achieve this effect.  

During the composition, Feshareki performed on turntables while surrounded by the 
orchestra, allowing her to control the movement of the notes in a duet between turntables 
and orchestra.  The music took a detour during the central parts where an improvisation 
occurred between turntables and acoustic organ.   

The instrumentation of the orchestra favoured the most resonant instruments such as brass 
and strings, which featured alongside four grand pianos.  The strings were tuned using the 
mathematical concept of the ‘Golden Ratio’, famous for its presence in beautiful objects of 
nature such as the bud of a rose, snowflakes or the shape of our ears.  Feshareki’s aim was 
to translate the natural beauty of the Golden Ration into pitch and sonics, creating an open 
and natural harmonic language. The positioning of the orchestra also geometrically 
followed the Golden Ratio on stage, as represented in the graphic sketches below.      
 

Image above: Shiva Feshareki and the Aarhus Symphony  
Orchestra performing ‘O’ (2017) 

Image right: Graphic sketches of sonic spatialisation  
influenced by the Golden Ratio for ‘O’ (2017) 

https://soundcloud.com/shivafeshareki/o-excerpts-aarhus-symphony-orchestra-denmark


BBC Concert Orchestra (upcoming 2018)

A forthcoming major work by Shiva Feshareki will come from a BBC Concert Orchestra 
commission for turntables and orchestra, to be premiered at the London Jazz Festival at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall.  With Feshareki performing on turntables, the composition is a study 
on the relationship between electronic and acoustic sound, both in terms of sonic and 
performance based elements.   

The piece begins with acoustic orchestral material, with open resonance and open 
harmonies that engage with the space in which the sound occupies.  As it progresses, the 
acoustic score intricately morphs into electronic sound in a gradual process that uses 
orchestration and turntable-manipulation of orchestral material.  As a duet is weaved, the 
creation of the electronics is as much a physical and live process as the instrumental 
writing and thus the turntables are a truly physical instrument.  After a cross-phase between 
acoustic-electronic sound, the centre of the composition mutates into purely electronic 
sound, with solo turntables creating the ‘rabbit-hole’ of the composition.  Gradually, the 
orchestral material resurfaces, cross-phasing with the electronic manipulations until once 
again Feshareki’s orchestral composition fills the room.  The aesthetic of the composition 
can be imagined as a physical object floating on water, becoming gradually submerged 
into the depths of the ocean and eventually resurfacing to float again.  

Featured Composer at London Spitalfield’s Festival 2018

Shiva Feshareki is also the featured composer at the 2018 Spitalfield’s Festival, for which 
she will revise previous compositions ‘GABA-analogue’ and ‘O’ to extend the sculptural 
elements with fresh insight acquired since their 2017 premieres.  The festival will also 
premiere a unique piece for musical theatre featuring a solo soprano, viola da gamba, 
piano and live electronics.   Commissioned by the festival, the piece will be performed at 
York Hall - the former boxing ring.  

‘Out of Sorts’ (2010) (listen) 

An earlier example of Shiva Feshareki’s concert work includes ‘Out of Sorts’, originally 
written for a string octet from The London Philharmonia.  It was premiered at the Royal 
Festival Hall and continues to be performed regular today.  This commission came when 
Feshareki won the Royal Philharmonic Society Composition Award in 2010. 

Shiva Feshareki's GABA-analogue for 
deconstructed surround-sound orchestra, 
spatialised for Printworks and performed 
by the LCO and Shiva Feshareki (2017) 

https://soundcloud.com/shivafeshareki/01-out-of-sorts-final


 
Image top left:  Both Sides Now Workshop. Image top right: Performance with Haroon Mirza installation at 
Zabludowicz Collection.  Image centre left: Live improvisation with Kit Downes at Hyperreality Festival.  
Image centre right: Haroon Mirza installation at Nikolaj Kunsthal.  Image bottom left: GABA-analogue 
performed at London Printworks Nightclub. Image bottom right: Live Turntable Performance at Resolution 
London. 



 
Image top left: Deep listening exercise at 
Both Sides Now workshop.  Image top 
right: Relaxed crowd listening to a live 
ambient turntable composition at Saturnalia 
festival.   

Image centre live performance at 
Zabludowicz Collection. Image centre 
right: Oramics Machine designed by 
Daphne Oram and developed by Tom 
Richards and used as part of a 
composition by Shiva Feshareki at the 
Camden Arts Centre.  

Image bottom left: Cathy Eastburn performing a therapeutic gong bath.  Recorded live and later manipulated 
using turntables on Shiva Feshareki’s NTS radio show.  



4. Live Turntable Compositions 

Shiva Feshareki uses her bespoke turntabling skils to create live compositions that sample 
her own recorded work as well as music across genres.  The result of which is a high 
energy sound collage that jolts between club music, symphony orchestras, meditative and 
psychoacoustic tones.  Each performance is unique as Feshareki constructs each set in 
relation to the venue space, the energy of the crowd and her current musical influences.   

Live turntable compositions have been performed at Mutek (Montreal), Edited Arts, 
Resolution, Southbank Centre ‘Concrete Lates’ Takeover, Tate Gallery (London), 
Hyperreality Festival (Vienna), VAC Foundation (Moscow), Saturnalia Festival (Milan), 
Skissernas Museum (Lund), Nikolaj Kunsthal (Copenhagen), PLX Festival (Tjaro), Resist 
(Belfast), Pumphouse Festival (Aldeburgh) and more.  Upcoming performances include 
Spitalfields Festival (London) and Frau Musica (Cologne).  View the Tate performance here 
and the VAC Foundation performance in Moscow’s Mueseum of Contemporary Art here.   

Shiva Feshareki also records, edits and produces her turntable compositions.  Her method 
directly combines her orchestral work with her electronic methods by recording her 
compositions and cutting them onto vinyl dubplates.  Her first record will be released late 
2018 and and will feature her orchestral-turntable compositions.  Examples of this can be 
heard here and here. 

“I recorded myself reversing a record at various slow revolutions to create a melody, and I 
also recorded some sessions on my analogue synths.  I looped and layered small samples 
of an orchestral composition of mine, 'O'.  There's a section in the orchestral piece where 
there are 4 grand pianos ascending in chromatic octaves; in this composition, I layered 
them in various ways to give the effect of 16 grand pianos ascending in chromatics - the 
result is hearing whatever you want in it.  Finally, I collaged all these ideas to make the final 
composition.” 

Image left: Shiva Feshareki live turntable performance at Queen Elizabeth Hall for her curated Southbank 
‘Concrete Lates Takeover (2018) 

Image right: Shiva Feshareki live turntable performance at Resolution, Goldsmith’s London (2018)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=At3Y93M_HkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smuFXvplqCo&feature=youtu.be
https://soundcloud.com/shivafeshareki/new-ambient-track-trimmed
https://soundcloud.com/shivafeshareki/live-sampling-experiment-track-2


5.Research

Shiva Feshareki has a Doctorate in Music from the Royal College of Music and her 
experience as a researcher closely informs her composing and live output.    

‘Still Point’ (2016 and 2018 for the BBC Proms) (view here - password: Feshareki2018) 

One of Feshareki’s most important research projects is her work on Daphe Oram’s ‘Still 
Point’.  The extraordinary story behind the project began with the discovery of the score 
originally written in 1949 for turntables, double orchestra and five microphones. Although 
the work was incomplete, it predated the work of an entire generation of artists in its radical 
use of live electronics, turntable manipulation and sampling with live orchestra. After a long 
period of study, the piece was completed by Feshareki and fellow composer and archivist 
James Bulley.  It was then premiered by the LCO as part of the Southbank Centre’s ‘Deep 
Minimalism’ Festival.  However, the revitalised work was awarded its world premiere by the 
BBC for The Proms in 2018 which saw Feshareki take stage as a soloist on turntables at the 
Royal Albert Hall in London.  Having been originally rejected by the BBC almost 70 years 
before while Oram was employed as a studio engineer, the premiere of the work in the 
venue for which it was originally composed, and the subsequent broadcast across the BBC 
network was a poignant moment that received wide critical acclaim.   

The Proms performance is available to view here and read more at FACT Magazine and 
The Guardian.  Shiva Feshareki is also currently writing a chapter about her work on ‘Still 
Point’ for a journal to be published by Oxford University Press.  

Royal Albert Hall stage during Daphne Oram’s‘Still 
Point’ as realised by James Bulley, Shiva Feshareki 
and the LCO and performed for The Proms (2018) 

 

Shiva Feshareki performing ‘Still Point’ by Daphne 
Oram Live at the Royal Albert Hall,  BBC Proms 
2018. 

https://vimeo.com/292085104
https://www.bbc.co.uk/events/ebzcd4/play/ahmb3d/p06g8d0f
http://www.factmag.com/2016/07/13/daphne-oram-still-point-turntables-orchestra-performance/
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2018/jul/24/lco-ames-pioneers-of-sound-review-royal-albert-hall-london-prom-13


6. Radio

Shiva Feshareki produces a monthly radio show on NTS Live called ‘New Forms’, in which 
she further experiments with her turntabling techniques to create new forms of original 
pieces of music.  Previous inspiration for new forms includes Stravinsky, Stevie Wonder, 
Gamelan Gongs and UK Garage club music.  She also uses this opportunity to collaborate 
with other artists live on air and to research and write biographical interpretations of her 
favourite musicians and composers, such Else Marie Pade and Pauline Oliveros.  FACT 
Magazine highly praised the episode in which Feshareki explored and reimagined the 
music of electroacoustic composer Eliane Radigue.  View the article at FACTmag.com.    

Feshareki’s performance at the fine arts festival ‘Volcano Extravaganza’, was also broadcast 
on NTS Radio in 2014.  The festival was curated by visual artist and long term collaborator, 
Haroon Mirza.  The pair recently worked together on an audio/visual installation at the 
Zabludowicz Collection in London.  Feshareki also frequently appears on BBC 3’s Late 
Junction and BBC 4’s Woman’s Hour.  

 

Stromboli, Italy where Shiva Feshareki performed a live 
turntable composition on an active volcano (2014).   

https://www.nts.live/shows/shiva-feshareki/
https://www.nts.live/shows/shiva-feshareki/episodes/shiva-feshareki-21st-april-2017
https://www.nts.live/shows/shiva-feshareki/episodes/shivafeshareki-deconstructed-garage-special-7th-october-2016
http://www.factmag.com/2016/08/19/the-weeks-best-mixes-twin-peaks-dj-fulltono-eliane-radigue/


7.Curated Projects

In addition to writing and performing, Shiva Feshareki curates live events which focus on 
collaboration and site-specific premieres in unique locations.  She has received numerous 
Arts Council grants to self-produce events.  These experiences have enriched her own 
compositional skills by broadening her circle of collaborators and by forging new 
conceptual pathways.  

In 2018, Feshareki curated the Concrete Lates club night at the Southbank Centre’s Queen 
Elizabeth Hall, featuring DJ/producers M.E.S.H, EMMA and Coby Sey.  Other curators of the 
club night include record label Hyperdub and the New York collective and record label 
Discwoman.   

Shiva Feshareki was also the artistic director of the week long residency programme ‘Both 
Sides Now’ for young artists.  The themes for the residency were chosen by Feshareki and 
included experimentation, left-field composition and the interactions between time, space 
and sound.  Other directors of the programme include Imogen Heap, Fatima Al Qadiri and 
Beth Orton. 

In 2017, Shiva Feshareki also commissioned new acoustic compositions by French 
composer Eliane Radigue and electronic producer Lee Gamble for premiere inside Great 
Masson Cave in the Derbyshire Peak District.  This event was a day-long pilgrimage, with 
coach travel from London and Manchester included in the ticket price.  It set out to explore 
the dimensions of space and time intrinsic in Radigue’s work by experiencing it within a 
natural environment with powerful acoustic qualities.  The event also explored how travel 
and location can enhance the relationship between music and audiences.  It was broadcast 
by BBC Radio 3.  Read more about the event here.   

In 2015, Feshareki directed a live event at Union Chapel Church Islington. The event 
featured new compositions for bass and contrabass clarinet, soprano and organ as well as 
a bespoke video and LED light show by Haroon Mirza throughout the church. 

For production of bespoke projects and independent curations, Shiva works closely with 
project coordinator Alec Curtis (info@shivafeshareki.co.uk). 

(l-r) MESH, EMMA, Shiva 
Feshareki and Coby Sey. 

Promotional image for 
Shiva Feshareki’s 
‘Concrete Lates’ takeover 
at the Southbank Centre’s 
Queen Elizabeth Hall.  

http://www.factmag.com/2017/08/14/eliane-radigue-lee-gamble-cave/
mailto:info@shivafeshareki.co.uk


8.Online & Press

Shiva Feshareki has a large online following and a range of her work is available to 
experience online. On social media, Feshareki often broadcasts turntable sets in her home-
studio, allowing online audiences to watch as she practises for her radio shows and live 
performances.  Her live practise for her Stravinsky themed radio show reached over 17,000 
people on Facebook.  You can watch it here.   

Feshareki regularly appears on BBC Radio and TV, including on the Late Junction, Woman’s 
Hour and with Lauren Laverne for a live ‘turntable masterclass’ for Record Store Day (listen 
here). She has also feature on The Proms Extra on BBC 2 (view here - password: 
Feshareki2018).  See more press at The Wire, BBC News, Attn Magazine, BASCA 
Magazine, BBC 4 Woman’s Hour, Strange Sounds from Beyond and the Omni Collective. 

 

Image Left: Shiva perming live at the BBC Proms 
2018, televised on BBC 4.   Image right: Shiva 

and Lauren Laverne together for BBC 6 Record 
Store Day interview.  

https://www.facebook.com/shivafeshareki/videos/772325122925136/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/play/p064xhcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/play/p064xhcw
https://vimeo.com/292084373
https://www.thewire.co.uk/in-writing/the-portal/composer-shiva-feshareki-selects-her-favourite-minimalist-compositions
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-42228321
https://www.attnmagazine.co.uk/features/11694
https://basca.org.uk/2018/01/29/making-scene-shiva-feshareki/
https://basca.org.uk/2018/01/29/making-scene-shiva-feshareki/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bbn6rh
http://strangesoundsfrombeyond.com/magazineitem/conversation-shiva-feshareki/
https://medium.com/@omnii/omnii-feature-10-under-the-lid-with-shiva-feshareki-b7a8ec8448e5


 



END


